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Chapter 1 – pg. 12
Why does Amina have a “lump” in her throat?

She is upset and worried because Soojin wants to change her name.

Chapter 3 – pg. 19
What does Soojin mean when she says “we’re not in elementary school anymore”?

That they are no longer young kids and they are mature enough to include
others and expand their group of friends.

Chapter 4 – pg. 39
Why is Amina’s father nervous about his brother’s visit?

Her father is afraid that his brother may be mistreated because of his Muslim
faith.

Chapter 5 – pg. 51
Is Amina a better reader of English words or Arabic words?

English because she is fluent and she has a pathetic accent when speaking
Arabic.

Chapter 6 – pg. 52
What are Baba and Mustafa doing at the beginning of Chapter 6?

Watching a football game on TV 

Chapter 10 – pg. 80
Why does Amina “eye the growing pile of dishes with dread”?

She knows she is the one who will have to wash and dry the dishes.

Chapter 11 – pg. 89
How does Soojin feel about Emily?

Friendly and receptive.
How does Amina feel about Emily?

Guarded and suspicious.

Chapter 12 – pg. 99
What does “bombards” mean in the 5th sentence?

Keep asking many, many questions.



Chapter 15 – pg. 119
How is Amina feeling when she “winces”?

She is feeling uncomfortable because Mustafa is being rude to Baba.

Chapter 17 – pg. 129
What does the word “steel” mean in the second to last line?

To get ready for something that will be difficult.

Chapter 17 – pg. 135
What does Amina do in this chapter that shows she is brave?

Amina tells the truth.

Chapter 21 – pg. 152
What does the word “frigid” mean when describing the morning air?

Very cold.

Chapter 22 – pg. 167
How are the adults and children feeling after watching the news report on TV?

They are feeling sad because they have “grim expressions”.

Chapter 23 – pg. 180
Why is Fiona an “ogre” name?

Fiona is referring to the ogre in the Shrek movie.

Chapter 24 – pg. 182
What word in the first sentence helps you understand the meaning of “cavernous”?

Giant

Chapter 25 – pg. 197
What did Amina overcome?

Her fear of speaking and singing in front of an audience. 

Why are words in italics throughout the story?
The italics words and sentences are Amina’s thoughts.

Do you think this is a good title for the book? Why do you think the author chose this title?


