
The Secret of Dreadwillow Carse
By,  Brian Farrey

*When guiding students through this book, please take extra time to ask them about higher level vocabulary 
words that they struggled with.  This book has a lot!  Encourage students to write words down that they do not 
know or had to look up in the dictionary so you can discuss them at different meetings.

1. Who is the author?
Brian Farrey

2. What is the setting(s)?
Emberfell
Dreadwillow Carse
verdant Monarchy

3. What genre is this story?  How do you know?
Fantasy
Magic, mythical creatures, supernatural phenomena

4. Explain why you think the author named the book “The Secret of Dreadwillow Carse”?

5. What Point of View is this book told in (First Person/Third Person)?
Two First Person’s Point of View
Princess Jeniah and Aon Greenlaw

6. Who are the main characters in “The Secret of Dreadwillow Carse”?
Princess Jeniah and Aon Greenlaw

7. What is Dreadwillow Carse?
A black and desolate bog that happy people of the land do their best to ignore.  They are actually 
drawn away from it.

8. Why does Aon think she’s broken?
Because she feels sorrow and pain and no one else in her town does.

9. What will happen to Princess Jeniah’s monarchy if she enters Dreadwillow Carse?
The monarchy will fall.

10. Why does Aon go into the Carse?
To get rid of her sadness.  She also wants to know what the singing is.

11. When Aon and Princess Jeniah meet by chance what deal to they make?
Aon will explore the Carse on Jeniah’s behave if Jeniah helps locate her father.



12. Who is Laius and how does he help Aon?
Laius was the son of the neighbor that took Aon in after her father left with the Crimson Hoods.  He 
was going to wait at the entrance of the Carse, and when Aon does not return after a set time he 
would go get the princess for help.

13. Who are the Crimson Hoods?
The Crimson Hoods are a group of people cloaked in hoods.  They visit the town each gloamingtide 
(every season) and select one of the town’s folk to serve the queen.

14. Why was Aon’s father taken from her?
The Crimson Hoods came and choose him.  The villagers think this is a great honor.  

15. Why does Aon think she was being punished?
She thinks her dad was taken away as a punishment for her sadness.  She thinks that the queen saw 
her come out of the Carse crying.

16. What new title was Princess Jeniah given?  Why was she given this title?  What does it mean?
Queen Ascendant
Her mother was dying
She was to become queen and she would have the powers of a queen.  She had very little time to learn 
how to be a queen

17. In Emberfells, what happens if someone dies or leaves the town? 
People go on as if they were never there.  Small children get taken into the home of a neighbor is the 
parents leave.  No one talks about them, thinks about them, or remembers them.

18. Why does Princess Jeniah eventually enter Dreadwillow Carse?
She is guilt-stricken and frightened because Aon never came out and goes in to rescue her.

19. Who is Skonas?  Why is he so different
He is the tutor that was going to teach Jeniah how to be queen.  He always had his pet falcon Gerheart 
with him.  He was not a subject of Jeniah’s do did not have to obey her commands.  He told her he was 
going to teach Jeniah four lessons-the first is that she is her own best teacher.

20. How did Skonas teach Princess Jeniah?
He always answered her questions with a question.  This really frustrated her because she just wanted 
him to be straight forward with his answers.  He did this to make her think, explore and try new things.
He also taught her that she should only believe what she could see or hear for herself.

21. Who leads Aon when she is in the Carse?  How are they connected to her?
She meets two monsters, Pirep and Tali.  Her mother had family who were named Pirep and Tali that 
had entered the Carse and never returned.

22. Who is the Architect?
The Architect created the Carse and the Crimson Hoods.  He worked for King Isaar.

23. Who was King Isaar?
He is the king that stopped all battles and struck a deal so that the people in his kingdom would never 
feel sadness or pain.



24. What are shades, and how do they change over time in the Carse?
Shades are pieces of people that are left behind, and they relive a single event over and over until they 
eventually fade away to nothing.

25. What does Aon find in the Carse?
She finds the shade of her mother, and she learns that the trees are former people, her ancestors.  She 
sees her father in the form of a tree.  She learns that the people that the Crimson Hoods take get 
turned into these trees.

26. What does Jeniah learn about all the monarchs before her when she enters the Carse?
She learns that they have all been to the Carse, because there is a shade for all of them.

27. What choice does Jeniah make about the future of the monarchy and the Carse?
She ends the Carse and dismisses the Crimson Hoods.  Her people will feel sorrow and pain again.

28. What new job does Aon take?
She is going to take the role the Chorister had of easing the pain of the people who are stuck as 
dreadwillow trees.

29. What was the main message of this book?  
It’s important to be able to express your emotions-all of them.  Jeniah says that people are supposed to 
feel sad, they are supposed to get angry.  Being happy all the time isn’t real.

 
*Did you know that this author lives in St. Paul, Minnesota!


